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Administrative Changes This Year  

Mr. Mark Daniels, former Human Resources 
Director, was named Assistant Superintendent 
of Plainfield Schools.  In his new role, Mr. Daniels 
will provide leadership in the areas of 
curriculum, academic programs, instructional 
practices, professional development and staff 

evaluation. 
______________________________________________ 
 

New Appointments for Principals and Administrators at the 
following Schools (Partial list):  
Cedarbrook K-8 Center- Mr. Mark A. Williams         
Clinton Elementary - Dr. Janet Grooms 
Cook-Woodland School- Dr. Caryn D. Cooper 
Charles H. Stillman - Ms. Gwynetta Joe 
Maxson Middle School - Mr. Kevin Stansbury 
Biliteracy Academy - Ms. Miguelina Gil-Landisi 
BOAACD & Twilight Program - Ms. Gina Ogburn-Thompson 
Plainfield High School - Mr. Dion Roach 
_____________________________________________________ 
Apple/Google Learning Initiative – Dr. Jean Gordon, Coordinator      
Plainfield Public Schools has partnered with Apple Education and 

Google Education to enhance and bring digital 
learning to the forefront for our K-12 students. 
Each 6-12 classroom will have access to iPads 
(5,000 iPads) and apps to supplement and provide 

students with individualized learning. The K-5 classrooms will be 
equipped with Chromebooks (6,000 Chromebooks). All students 
will have access to digital resources and educators will have access 
to supplement instruction to meet the needs of all learners. Each 
school will be equipped with Instructional Technology Education 
Specialists to assist educators on choosing appropriate 
applications for specific student’s needs. To ensure that educators 
are prepared to meet the evolving world of technology, a five-year 
Learning Initiative has been developed in partnership with Apple 
and Google that will provide on-going training, mentoring and 
coaching for all staff members.   
_____________________________________________________ 
 

YES You Can! for 6-9 Graders by NJ Physicians Advisory Group 
The YYC! curricula uses hands-on, interactive lessons with a focus 
on developing good character, make better choices and offer 
students medically sound health information. YYC! highlights the 
physical, emotional and social impact of high-risk behaviors. Each 
level provides educators with lesson-by-lesson training videos as 
well as downloads of classroom handouts and manipulatives. 
_____________________________________________________ 
Save the Dates for the State of the District Presentations by the 
Interim Superintendent:  10/31, 1/30, 5/29 at Plainfield High 
School, Auditorium, 950 Park Ave at 6:00 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RTI Programs - Dr. Antoinette Adams, Director                              
Dr. Antoinette Adams, former vice-principal of 
Special Education, has been named Director of 
RTI programs, a multi-tiered approach to 
intervene and assist students in grades K-8 with 
needs in English Language and Math. RTI  
ensures the use of a systematic approach to 

support all students who are at risk academically and socially. The 
program is provided with evidenced-based interventions that target 
specific areas of deficiency. RTI will be implemented in all ten 
district elementary schools and two middle schools. A team of 
over 40 full time and part time staff has been assigned to support 
the teachers and students in the classroom. 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

AVID Program – Frank Fusco, Coordinator  
AVID, Advancement via Individual 
Determination, is a program that helps 
teens develop skills academically, 
motivate themselves to prepare for and 
take rigorous coursework, and become 

lifelong learners headed to college. The program targets 
underrepresented students who show strong academic potential, 
but are not yet consistently performing at a high level in the 
classroom. AVID provides a means for both select students and 
teams of teachers alike to work together toward improved 
teaching and learning in a most collaborative and supportive 
fashion. Mr. Frank Fusco will be the program coordinator, and will 
be teaching the “AVID Elective” to select groups of students at 
Plainfield High School, Hubbard and Maxson Middle Schools while 
also training and facilitating professional development for teams 
of content area teachers to be named by principals at the schools.  
_____________________________________________________  
 

Biliteracy Academy – Miguelina Gil-Landisi, Director 
 

The Biliteracy Academy was established to meet 
the academic and social needs of all students by 
providing adequate academic and support 
services, including partnerships, and counseling 
support in one convenient centralized location. 
Targeted instruction using sheltered English 

instruction and native language instruction will enhance literacy, 
academic and social communication skills enabling high school 
aged ELLs (English Language Learners) to meet graduation 
requirements. The Biliteracy Academy participates in the NJ Seal 
of Biliteracy State initiative, a program that identifies graduating 
seniors who are proficient in two languages. Over 60 PPSD 
students have been recognized with the Seal of Biliteracy since the 
inception. 
_____________________________________________________  
 

Back to School Nights - Parents & Students are Welcome!      
September 25 (K-5), September 26 (6-8), September 27 (HS). 
 
 

 

A Message from the Interim Superintendent:  Welcome back to the 2018-2019 School Year! I hope students, parents and staff 
all had a great summer and that students are eager to get back to work. Please review this Newsletter, as it contains information 
about the vision and innovative programs we have initiated this year. I look forward to working closely with you and to continue to 
bring you quarterly updates on each of our schools’ activities and programs, along with updates from our staff on the latest 
innovations to curriculum and technology - Ronald E. Bolandi, Interim Superintendent of Schools.  
    



Plainfield High School Welcomes Principal Dion Roach  

Mr. Dion Roach, is former principal at Clinton 
School and previously VP at PHS for five years. 
He returns to PHS as its Principal to head the 
district’s flagship high school with over 1,700 
students in grades 9-12. Mr. Roach’s philosophy 
starts with health and family first. He is a strong 
believer of the Golden Rule, “Do onto others as 

you will have done onto you.” Mr. Roach looks forward to working 
with his team at PHS to implement programs to assist students 
and create successful outcomes for all. His goals include, to 
increase academic achievement in Math/Language; increase the 
number of graduating students within their cohort, increase the 
number of students attending two and four years colleges, and 
decrease absenteeism, among others. Welcome! 

_______________________________________________ 
Data use to improve instruction                                                         

Our schools utilize student annual 
assessment and testing data to 
provide valuable support to 
students, and teachers and to help 
the district gauge performance and 
overall learning gaps that drive 

decision-making. Standardized tests and individual assessments 
let teachers know where their students are facing roadblocks. As 
part of the district’s vision to increase utilization of meaningful 
data to drive instruction, the Plainfield Public Schools has 
developed Title I Data Consultants to create a culture that centers 
around the following: 

1. Meaningful, informed teamwork 
2. Set clear and measurable goals 
3.Establish regular collection and analysis of performance 
data across grade levels, schools and district  

The Data Consultant Team will be redefining how the Plainfield 
Public Schools looks at data, executes the use of data and the 
focus of data to drive instructional and district decisions. 
_____________________________________________________ 

Office of Secondary Education – Joan Cansdale, Director 

As we move into the new school year, the Office of 
Secondary Education is setting its sights on 
supporting consistent learning outcomes across 
the district’s middle and high school classrooms. 
We will focus on aligning programs within grade-

levels and subject areas; expanding the volume of student 
reading and writing; and integrating student-facing technology 
into regular classroom instruction. 
_____________________________________________________ 

Improving the Delivery of Behavioral Health Services  
 

We know that a child will struggle in school if certain issues are 
problematic in their lives. Simply put, children can flourish once 
basic needs are met. This includes food, water, shelter, as well as 
safety and a sense of belonging.  To help children reach their full 
potential, feel safe and loved, a comprehensive behavioral health 
plan will be infused in the education process throughout the 
district for the 2018-19 school year. To accomplish this: 
1. The Family Success Center staff will now provide services in 

all our elementary schools.  
2. Social workers with the assistance of additional master-level 

assistants will be providing additional support to our parents 
and students. 

3. Staff has been realigned to help ensure all our students 
receive the support that they need for academic success. 

4. Additionally, new collaborations from community partners 
are helping us provide additional resources and referrals for 
our students and their families.  

NAVIANCE College Connection for High School students 

NAVIANCE is a comprehensive web-based 
college and career readiness solutions 
program for high school students that helps 
students connect with academic achievement 
to post-secondary goals. The Naviance 
consulting team at Plainfield High School will 

be assisting school counselors with creating college and career 
planning strategies, helping to define the measurement for 
academic success and will be working with our schools to reach 
the district’s goals to increase the number of students in high 
school with post-secondary plans and goals.  Naviance also 
provides professional development training to teachers, 
counselors, administrators, and hands-on support so the staff can 
become proficient with the program. This service is available to   
all high school students via their school’s Guidance Departments. 

________________________________________________ 

Plainfield Schools Communications 
 

 

Plainfield Schools is committed to 
its communication efforts with 
students, staff, families and the 
community by using a variety of 
communication tools. September 
30, 2018 we will unveil a new 

website format that will allow each school to upload individualized 
information. The following are the information formats we use: 

Phone App for iPhone or Android for push notifications  
Website – www.plainfieldnjk12.org provides access to 
Genesis, parents’ portals, community listings, updates 
Email – Updates & Robo calls 
Facebook/Twitter/Instagram at Plainfield Public Schools 

We encourage you to use one or all communication tools to learn 
more about Plainfield Public Schools, news, updates, events, 
stories, videos, pictures, highlights and more. 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
New Student Registration Process 
 

The district has recently implemented a 
new centralized student registration 
process.  Previously, parents would register students at the school 
their child would attend. Now, the Student Accounting Office, 
located at 1200 Myrtle Avenue, handles all registrations or 
transfers.  Registrations are done by appointment only and can be 
made by calling 908-731-4460. Centralized registration should 
reduce waiting times for parents and provides opportunities to 
learn about participation in the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
national school lunch program. Additionally, all enrollment 
information is provided on the district’s website under the 
“parents”tab. 
________________________________________________ 

Special Education New Director – Beth Filippatos 

The Plainfield Public Schools Department of 
Special Education is proud to announce the 
expansion of our department to encompass all 
special services offered by the district.  This 
expansion aims to ensure the success of every 
student. We believe all students can be 
successful and our mission is to support our 

children individually with a variety of services. These services 
include, but are not limited to; home instruction, medical support 
accommodations, 504 plans, specialized educational plans 
designed by the Child Study Teams, and crisis intervention.  Our 
dedicated teams of school psychologists, social workers, 
behaviorists, LDTCs, related services therapists, nurses, teachers, 
assistants, administrators, and support staff meet the needs of all 
students. These supports and services are offered at all 13 schools 
as we work collaboratively to ensure student progress.  
 

_____________________________________________________    
        To submit content or questions contact communications@plainfield.k12.nj.us 

http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/
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